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Front cover image: 
Our Adoration Chapel - Courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

Photo captions:

Ash Wednesday was February 14, 2018 - Courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

This past January, Girl Scouts began its second century of selling        
cookies! In our parish, Cadettes from Troop 5963 sold sookies after Mass 
the weekend of January 27 and 28. - Courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi

Catholic Schools Week began on January 28, 2018 - Courtesy of Carrie 
Erdlen

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you, the read-
ers,  enjoy this newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant      
parish with many different groups engaged in wonder-
ful activities that give life to the parish. This newsletter 
will offer you the chance to learn more about the many 
ways our friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the      
parish to deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And 
you will see they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us 
know what you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtoensquare
        Follow Lucky on Twitter at @luckycolagreco.
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint Anastasia Parish,

I am happy to present to you the latest edition of The Anastasian. I hope you will find it infor-
mative and thought provoking. Thank you to our writers and photographers who have pre-
pared the enclosed articles. Special thanks to those who are leaders or coordinators of the 

activities and groups profiled.  And of course, none of it would make sense without so many, many of you who participate 
and are involved in these and the many other activities of Saint Anastasia Parish. As large and diverse as we are, may we 
always be dedicated to, and focused on making Saint Anastasia “one parish community.”

The Eucharist is the core of our life as a parish. The celebration of the Eucharist is the single most important thing we do as 
Catholics. Here in our parish we have the added advantage of having a separate chapel dedicated solely for the purpose 
of Eucharistic Adoration. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed in our chapel daily for those wishing to spend quiet time in     
meditation and prayer before our Eucharistic Lord. Maybe you feel the need for some tranquility and calm in your hectic life. 
Read the article on Eucharistic Adoration and feel free to stop in the chapel for a minute, for an hour, for whatever time you 
may have. All are welcome!

One parish opportunity for spiritual growth directed at the men of the parish is featured in this issue. The Men’s Fellow-
ship Group has been meeting for a number of years. This group addresses issues and pressures facing Christian men in our            
increasingly secular world. We are happy to be able to make this activity available for the men of our parish community.

Recently we held Hospitality Sunday after the 9:00 Sunday Mass. Despite threatening weather quite a crowd remained after 
Mass to enjoy some refreshments and one another’s company. More such activities are planned. Please know that you are 
all invited. Plans are underway for more hospitality events for new parishioners and for older members of the parish as well.

At the back of every issue of The Anastasian there is a feature entitled “A FORMED Opinion.” Please consider registering for 
FORMED at saintanastasia.formed.org. FORMED is a free web-based program for our spiritual growth. Get FORMED and have 
spiritual aids and guides available for you and your family 24/7 in the comfort of your own home. FORMED has something 
of interest for everyone.

Enjoy reading this issue. Browse the pictures of some recent events: Ash Wednesday, Catholic Schools Week, this year’s RCIA 
candidates, and Girl Scouts participating in a sacred, annual event – their cookie sale!  (Seriously, who could resist a Girl 
Scout Cookie?)

As our mission statement reminds us, “We strive to become a more vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging 
and welcoming.”  May this publication be welcoming and inspirational to you, our readers.

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Catholic Men's Fellowship

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco

The Catholic Men’s Fellowship group began in 2005. The goal of the group is to deepen the members understanding of their 
faith through prayer, education, reflection and discussion. During each meeting, a special guest speaker will present a spe-
cific  topic or a DVD about a particular subject will be viewed. The men will then discuss the topic and share what it means 
to their faith, how it might impact their lives and help them become even closer to God. Meetings have covered such topics 
as: The Shroud of Turin, Our Lady of Guadalupe, and the Eucharist. Refreshments are provided at the end of each meeting. 
Friendships have grown and occasionally, members will also gather together outside of the meeting times for  coffee or a 
movie.

Reflecting on how the Men’s Fellowship Group has affected his faith life, Dick Sharp, one of the founding members of the 
group, states:
 
   “To hear other people’s different views about the same subject that you are learning about, gives me a broader,   
  deeper perspective of my faith.  Being able to see God from other people’s eyes is a spiritual eye-opener.”

The group meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the Rectory basement. The duration of the meetings is about 1-1½ hrs. 
All men in the parish are welcome to come. For more information about St. Anastasia’s Catholic Men’s Fellowship Group, 
please call Dick Sharp at 610-356-8180.

by Joe Crimmins

Men's Fellowship Courtesy of Joe Crimmins

"Being able to see God from other people's

eyes is a spiritual eye-opener."
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We are blessed at St. Anastasia Parish to 
have Eucharistic Adoration Devotion. 
Adoration takes place in the chapel 
behind the sacristy Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 9:00 p.m., 
September through mid-June, and in the summer on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. We have approximately 
150 people that participate in this wonderful devotion. They participate by committing to spend a half hour or an hour 
each week with Our Lord Jesus, by substituting when someone isn’t able to attend or by stopping in for a visit anytime 
the chapel is open.

All are invited to spend time with Jesus. Our Savior has so much to offer us in quiet prayer and He loves us so much. God 
gives us many gifts, but life also brings challenges and concerns. Jesus is waiting for us to turn our needs over to him and 
to thank Him for all the gifts He gives us. Like anyone in life who loves us, Our Lord wants nothing more than to be there 
with us to work through our uncertainties and to be thanked for all that he has given us in His love.

When asked what brings individuals to the chapel, responses vary. A number of people said that time spent in adoration 
is a great source of peace and comfort and that they grow more spiritually in their faith through adoration. A couple who 
has been coming to adoration for eight years said:

  “We had no idea how much we would come to love the time spent at our Adoration chapel. We love 
 the people we have met and the time we have together to pray; it has been one of the most beautiful 
 evenings we share together.” 

A woman who spends much of her time helping others said: 

 “Sometimes when I have been in a hurry, trying to cram more hours into one, I will just stop 
 and say hello to Our Lord for one minute. Without realizing it, one minute turns into thirty 
 or so. I love being there.”

Adoration affords us a special time away from our hectic lives where we can build a personal relationship with God, where 
we can talk and listen to Him. By doing so, we give Jesus a chance to come into our hearts and minds.

CCD and Adoration

During the past 8 years, our parish CCD children in grades 
K-6, have been spending quality time with Jesus in Eucharistic         
Adoration. Prayer, discussion and reflection is facilitated by Cara 
Stolarczyk with help from her daughter Theresa. Together, they  
select, make and assemble age appropriate materials to help 
ignite children’s hearts with love for Jesus. The key message is 
that we are all made by Love in Love and for Love. Jesus longs 
for a personal, intimate relationship with us. The children are 
shown that we need to spend quality time with Our Lord talk-
ing to Him, listening to Him and sharing our joys, sorrows, fears 
and dreams with Him, just as we do with anyone with whom we 
are in a relationship. During regularly scheduled visits the CCD 
children, experience the priceless gift of Eucharistic Adoration, 
which enables all us to gaze at Love Himself where Jesus shows 
us through His presence and His Word how to love.

by Perpetua Salvucci

Adoration
"Jesus is waiting for us to turn our needs over 

to Him and to thank Him for all the gifts He 

gives us."

Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargaissi
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by Sister Mary Barrar, SSJ

If you were not able to participate in the first Hospitality Sunday on January 8, after the 9:00 a.m. Mass, then mark your           
calendars now so that you do not miss the next one! The members of the Hospitality Committee, Terri DeRita, Meghan     
Finnerty-DiRosato, Renata Mazzola, and Deanna Stagliano planned a great event that was both adult and child friendly. 
The menu consisted of coffee, juice, donuts and munchkins. The refreshments were plentiful and served by the committee          
members with warm greetings and friendly smiles.

The atmosphere in the vestibule of the church was alive and welcoming. Grownups and children enjoyed the food,                        
conversation, and a spirit of community. The gathering was an opportunity for parishioners to connect with folks they knew 
and provided an opportunity to meet new folks as well.

The Hospitality Committee and our first “Donut 
Sunday” is an attempt at making our Parish Mission 
Statement part of the lived reality at Saint Anastasia. 
Hospitality Sundays are one way to help us “become 
a more vibrant parish by inspiring an atmosphere of 
belonging and welcoming…”

Stop in the church vestibule on Sunday, April 15 after 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass for our next Hospitality Sunday. 
You will be glad you did!

Hospitality Sunday Photos courtesy of Deanna Stagliano
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While many of us are well aware that our journey as members of the Catholic church began with our Baptism, those of us 
who were baptized as babies can relive the moment only through what is available to us in photos from this first sacrament. 
The Pre-Jordan class at Saint Anastasia is a way to remind new parents, who wish to bring their children into the faith, of what 
Baptism truly means. The class also covers what to expect on the day of baptism, and how to incorporate that meaning into 
their daily lives with their children. The Pre-Jordan class is required of those parents who are seeking Baptism for their first 
child. Through this class, parents will learn about the various symbols used during the sacrament of Baptism and they discuss 
who they have chosen as godparents and why. They also have a chance to ask any questions they might have.

Lindsay and Dennis Boone, Angela and Steve Dobbins, Colette and Marty Mulligan, Kristen and Dean Mancini take turns lead-
ing the pre-jordan sessions. My husband Dean and I have the pleasure of being one of the couples in our parish who help 
to moderate the Pre-Jordan classes. This experience has proven to be a wonderful way to connect with other families in the 
church and to revisit the promises we made 
for ourselves and our children at Baptism. 
For us, it has truly been a reminder of why 
we feel strongly about raising our daughters 
as children of faith in the Catholic church. 

For more information on scheduling a bap-
tism or participating in one of the upcoming 
Pre-Jordan classes, please contact the Recto-
ry at: 610-356-1613 or email Linda Lawler at 
llawler@saintannies.org. 

What is Pre-Jordan?
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I was baptized in the Catholic Church but never received the Eucharist or Confirmation. As a teenager, I attended Mass 
regularly with my friends, but spent my life as a Lutheran. I have a wonderful wife and family but spiritually something was 
missing. I started coming to Mass last spring and joined 
RCIA in the fall. RCIA has been a tremendous experience 
for me and has helped my faith to grow and deepened 
my relationship with God. I am more fully aware of my 
faith and what it means to me in every aspect of my life. I 
look forward to continuing the RCIA journey and to being 
received as a full participating member of the Catholic 
Church, able to share in all the sacraments. - Bob Murphy

RCIARite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Brandon Litwin, Sister Mary Barrar, and Bob Murphy - Photos courtesy of Karen Murphy



Issue 8 - The A
nastasian - 11

The Anastasian 11 March 2018

I was baptized in the church, but never received any other sacraments or instruction about the faith. I have been attending 
Mass for some years but knew I was missing something. Not being able to receive the Eucharist left a large spiritual gap 
within me. Thanks to RCIA and the great team that runs it, I have grown closer to the church community and my faith. What 
I have learned at RCIA has helped become a more faith filled person and better informed about the Church, in which I will 
soon become a full participating member. - Brandon Litwin

saintanastasia.formed.org

A

                     

Opinion

As a “cradle Catholic” I spent 12 years in Catholic Schools. Yet, I can’t say that I learned all that I should have about the love and 

mercy of Jesus and the Church He founded for our salvation, until more recently. With the “New Evangelization” fostering inspiring 

resources like FORMED, I have been able to feel my feet pressed firmly upon a new pathway. FORMED is filled with many beautiful 

and educational videos, audio files, and books. I have developed the habit of listening each night to one of the many Catholic evan-

gelists/apologists via the FORMED app on my iPhone. One of my favorites is Evangelizing Catholics; The Bible, the Eucharist and the 

New Evangelization by Dr. Scott Hahn, who is a remarkable convert to Catholicism. He explains the beginnings of this “new” move-

ment within the Church and how we are all called to share our faith, especially to re-evangelize those who have become secularized, 

relativized, or just plain “turned-off.” I pray deeply that I can help bring my grown children back to the Church. Maybe you also have 

spiritually lethargic or fallen-away adult children. Surely, the Holy Spirit is moving us to use this new tool, FORMED to help bring 

them home to Christ and strengthen our own faith.     -W. Ennis        

FORMED.org is a dynamic, web-based platform          
accessible for FREE to our parish community 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year on any device with internet access.  It is 
designed to deepen our faith, strengthen our hope and increase our love for 
Christ, our Church and one another.  With all the rich content on FORMED, it 
can be hard to choose where to begin.  Here is one FORMED opinion:

Do you have a favorite movie, book, audio, or program from FORMED that you would like to recommend?  Please send in 
your review to promotion@saintannies.org and it may be featured in the next issue of The Anastasian.

Rating



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


